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8:15 & 10:45 am
Sunday School—9:30

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 21st
Following the second service
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Join us for a ministry & budget
forum on January 7th at 9:30am
to learn about our exciting
ministry in 2018.

2017 Superkids

A Word from the Pastor
“Come and See”
December was a glorious flurry of Superkids, choir, service projects, and candlelit services sharing the good news of how
God is with us in the birth of Jesus. All these ways are blessings that help me begin each New Year with gratitude. Yet,
after such a sprint of congregational life, on top of everything else in December, it is easy to feel a little spiritually worn
out. How do you feel after Christmas?
As the world and culture signal its time to put our decorations away and put our head’s down to the grindstone for
another year, January invites us as Christians to also consider something else…the season of Epiphany.
Epiphany is a day (Jan 6) observing the magi who followed the appearance of the star over Bethlehem, but Epiphany is
also that season of the church year tucked between Christmas and Lent. Epiphany is all about coming and seeing
what God is up to. Epiphany invites us to begin our year looking for God in wonder-filled and surprising ways…like
after Jesus’ baptism (Jan 7), or at the wedding of Cana (Jan 14), or maybe even at a Annual Church Meeting (Jan 21)!
What if annual church meetings are simply an invitation to look for God at work among us in wonder-filled
ways? Nathanael would probably respond to me by saying, “Can anything good come out of an annual meeting?” And,
like Philip, I would have to simply say, “Come and see” (John 1:46).
December invited us to come and see the babe born in Bethlehem.
January invites us to come and see what this babe is now up to in our life today.
If the days after Jesus’ baptism and the wedding of Cana are any sign, January is going to be filled with a lot of Jesus.
And, that is good news for any season we are in.
Pastor V.

Parish News
Thank you to St. Peter’s
To my faith family - "Thank you" doesn't begin to express my appreciation to each of you for your support and
kindnesses during the time when (I served as organist) we made music together and blessed one another in that way. It
gave me such joy, and will forever be a treasure in my heart, as your lovely pendant gift will remind me each time I wear
it. I will continue to contribute as the Spirit leads me and gives me the energy - I'm sure I will always have the
enthusiasm and desire!
In Christ's love, Elizabeth Knebel
Thank you to our St. Peter’s family for all of the gifts donated to the annual toy drive with a special thank you for those
of you that adopted families. Also, a big thank you to all who volunteered during the 2017 toy drive.
In Christ, Marietta Williams, Jennifer Virdell, & Allyson Black
Thank you so much for your generous donation of gift bags and books! Our ladies will really enjoy receiving them. Your
kindness is appreciated and please thank everyone that helped put the bags together.
Sincerely, Conny Steele, Program Director of Highland Lakes Family Crisis Center
Thank you for all the prayers, calls, and cards over the six weeks as I recover from my hip surgery. Things are going well,
and I have progressed to the use of a cane for walking now. Carolyn has made a home of our apartment at Sunrise
Senior Living in Plano, and I have been settling in after being released from the rehab facility a few weeks ago. We
attended church with our family up here the last two Sundays which made Carolyn and I homesick for our St. Peter's
family. We miss the friendships and even our familiar pew in our granite sanctuary! We wish all of you a Happy New
Year!
Charlie Selman
There is no way that I can ever adequately express my thanks to the St. Peter's congregation for the love and care you
have shown me over the past several weeks. Members aged from 5 to 95 have called, texted, sent letters and cards and
flowers, come by to visit, brought loads of delicious food and drink and magazines and books for me to read. Then
there is the prayer blanket to keep me warm. I am truly blessed to have such wonderful friends. My recovery from hip
surgery is progressing nicely. I am now transitioning from a wheelchair to a walker and am continuing physical therapy at
home. My goal is to get the okay to drive at my next follow up appointment on December 21. Thanks to all. I wish you
the best Christmas ever.
Jerry Bostick
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Parish News

In Our Prayers
Sandra Conners
Joe Burling
Joyce Schiber
Debbie Haggod
Marci Wilde
Mike Gibbons
Charlie Selman
Jerry Bostick
Don Burke
Chris Grazier
Don Wilde
Doris Tate
Linda Williams
Mary Posey
Harold Brueckner
Elna Wendler
Mary Langehennig
Shirley Waters
Bobby Norred
Jayne Schoonmaker
Mike Wilde
Frank Lambert
Peggy Hartley
Heston Goggins
Sophia Medrano
Leah Erickson
Monty Montgomery
Lee Kirkpatrick
Ron Burke
Samantha Catalano
Steve Rostorfer
Cindy Denton
Anthony Dimare
Ronnie Hibler
Paul Harris
Greg Butler

For Randy Morrell in the loss of his brother, Ricky Morrell
For Carol Schroer in the loss of her sister, Pat Palkovitz
For Audni Wesch in the loss of her sister, Karen Martin
For Garnette Klingsporn in the loss of her father, Allen Boecker
To Linda Burling, Joe Burling, Mike Williams, Craig
Orton, Pam Walton, & Cindy Struchen for helping in
the Church office during December.
To Deborah Vanicek, Anna Womack, Lindsay Carpenter,
Cindy Struchen, Shanna Murrell, Kross Talamantes, Ann
Jackson, Kassidy Reitan, Kelly Krobot, Virginia Vanicek, Grant Sandman, Ben
Kulbeth, Lindsay Pyle, Audrey Beltran, Kelly Martin, Jennifer Virdell & Mayrean
Mcdonough for all of your work with Superkids. Also all the parents, youth, and other
St. Peter’s members that helped with small groups, move furniture, brought brunch
items. We could not have done it without you! And most importantly, a huge round of
applause to the cast. You kids did an awesome job! Thank you all for sharing your
gifts with us!
To the Womacks, the Martins, and Jan Starkey for hosting the Hayride and Caroling
festivities through Meadowlakes.
To the Altar Guild for setting up the Christmas Poinsettias.

Sabbatical Update
Pastor Vanicek Sabbatical Update
St. Peter’s was one of 146 congregations located in 37 states to be awarded a
grant from the Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program, which covers all
sabbatical expenses. Pastor Vanicek and his sabbatical team put together a grant
proposal with your help back in early 2017. Remember Pastor Vanicek surveying what
you wonder about God? The proposal title is, “Living in wonder with God, family,
and folks at the crossroads of science and faith.” Details of what Pastor Vanicek and
OUR CONGREGATION will be doing on sabbatical will be in February’s newsletter.
Pastor Vanicek’s sabbatical will be from May 21 - August 20. If you have any
questions, please chat with one of the sabbatical team members (Elizabeth Knebel,
Jennifer Virdell, Jerry Bostick, Trey Brown, Pastor Casey, and Pastor Vanicek).
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Special Thank You to our St. Peter’s Family
Pastor Casey and Eric: Our heartfelt thanks to the congregation for the generous “Christmas purse” as well as
all the other goodies, gifts, special donations, and cards this holiday season. We are blessed by your care and
support of our family all throughout the year. It is a joy to watch Brecken and Bolton learn about Jesus in
Sunday School and VBS, share their gifts in Superkids, and sing beloved Reformation hymns and Christmas
carols in this church family, and that is the best gift you could give us!
God’s Blessings in the New Year, The Casey Family
Pastor Vanicek, Deborah, Virginia, & Henry: We love living in Marble Falls, where we enjoy growing in
faith and life with you all, our church family. Thank you for your prayers, your thoughtful gifts, and your kind
notes throughout the year and in this Christmas season. Thank you for always asking about the kids and how
they are doing. And, I (Harold) am always appreciative of the little drop-ins to the office throughout the year,
when I get to chat and catch up with you. You have brought the hope and light of Christ into our lives, and we
are richly blessed because of you all. God grace your Christmastide and New Year!
With much love, The Vaniceks
Marietta Williams: Dear St. Peter’s Family, many heartfelt thanks to the St. Peter’s congregation for the
Christmas gift, to the Altar guild for the beautiful poinsettia as well as all the other goodies. Mike and I are so
very blessed to part of such a loving Christian family. May your new year be filled with blessings and peace.
With love, Marietta
Pam Walton: Thank you so much for your very thoughtful and generous Christmas gift. I greatly appreciate
your kindness and generosity. What a tremendous joy and privilege it is to serve you and your children. I pray
this year will be filled with God’s abundant blessings for you and your family.
Pam Walton
Tracy Knight: Dear St. Peter’s Family - thank you so much for the Christmas bonus this year. I’m always so
touched by the generosity of our congregation toward the school, our staff and the community. I couldn’t
imagine working or worshipping anywhere else! Blessings and peace to you in 2018!
Tracy Knight
Anna Womack: Dear St Peter's Family, the Christmas bonus you gave me was unexpected and so generous.
Our family plans to use this thoughtful gift to have a special time together. Thank you again for blessing me and
my family in so many ways.
With Love, Anna Womack
Jeannie Hanshaw: Thank you St. Peter's family for the Christmas gift. I feel so blessed to be a part of this
congregation and to have the opportunity to teach here at St. Peter's Lutheran School. Blessings and peace to
you all in the coming year!
Jeannie Hanshaw
Lindsey Pyle: Thank you for the Christmas bonus. I am so very blessed to work at St. Peter's school and to
have such a wonderful church family!
Lindsey Pyle
Audrey Beltran: Wow! I truly appreciate the Christmas bonus! I absolutely love working at St. Peter's Lutheran
School!
Audrey Beltran
Don Trapp: Thank you to St. Peter's congregation for your wonderful support of the choir, and your gift to
me. A special thank you to the choir for your music, and the many hours you so willingly give. Most weeks the
choir members spend 3 or more hours with the choir, and they show up week after week. It’s an amazing
sharing of gifts. I was told years ago that the best job was one that didn’t feel like work, and that is exactly how I
feel with St. Peter's Choir.
God's blessings in the new year, Don
Pat Erickson: Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift. God has blessed me in so many ways by
the congregation of St. Peters. I love being a part of the music ministry as we praise and worship our Lord
together.
Pat Erickson
4

Worship Themes & Bible Studies
Story: God’s • Ours • Yours • Mine began Rally Day, Sunday, August 27th.
“You are in God’s Story!” Over the past two years we have studied God’s story in the Bible
using the Narrative Lectionary created by professors at Luther Seminary and we will do so
again this year. From September through May we hear the entire arc of God’s story – from
creating everything in Genesis to creating the church in Acts. This is God’s Story, but it is also our story – yours
and mine.
Our Story: Life & Light to All He Brings (December 3131-February 11)
As we move through the Seasons of Christmas and Epiphany we hear the fulfillment of God’s promises in the
prophets: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah) and “Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: …I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live” (Ezekiel). Jesus is
proclaimed as the one who brings life and light to all by John: “What has come into being in him was life and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”
Through January and into February Jesus will bring life and light as he calls his disciples, cleanses the Temple,
invites Nicodemus to be born again, offers a Samaritan woman living water, and opens the eyes of a blind man to see
the Light of the World standing before him. Join us as we remember, celebrate, and experience light and life
through Jesus Christ.

MIDMID-WEEK/Monthly Bible Studies:
P’ B  S : Two Groups meet to read and discuss Take This Bread by Sara Miles. RSVP to Pastor
Casey for a book by January 14th or purchase a copy on your own and join us.
P’ M  B  S: Meets Monday mornings, at 10:00am in the Narthex/Nursery. Resumes
on January 22nd.
P’ S B  S: Resumes in January.
M’ BYOB  S: All men are invited. We meet the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm at Double
Horn Brewing Company. Come to the next meeting on January 18th.
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Meets the third Saturday of the month at 9:00am in the Church Oﬃce. We will not
meet in December. The next meeting will be January 20th.
W* + S.P’ B  S : Meets the third Thursday of the month. 10:00am—Deborah Bible Study
(Westbrook) and 1:00pm—Agape Bible Study (Lind). Next study will be January 18th. The Bible study is taken
from the Gather magazine, which can be found on the current publication table in the narthex.

13th Annual Austin & Central Texas Senior Fest
Saturday, February 3, 2018, 8:30am—4:00pm
Sponsored by: Southwestern Texas Synod ELCA, Adult Lutherans Organized for Action, Texas District, LC-MS
Christ Lutheran Church (ELCA)
510 Luther Drive
Georgetown, TX 78628
Keynote Speaker
The Rev. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, form national President of the LC-MS
Registration forms along with a schedule and list of workshops can be found in the Narthex and the Church Office
$25.00 per person
$30.00 per person after Sunday, January 28, 2018
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Service Groups
Snip-its
Please join us on January 16th, at 9am. Do you have a sewing machine at home collecting dust?
Or, maybe you just need a change of pace with a quick, easy project. We’re in need of “at home
sewing.” You can choose to sew squares together, bind quilts to produce a finished project, or
both. Anything you can do would be a great help. For more information, contact Judy Martin.

Can you crochet or knit? Would you like to learn?
If so, then, we need you for St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry.
Ministry
Come meet with us on Saturday, January 20th at 9am,
9am in the Church Office, for a whole
new experience. Breakfast will be provided. Bring your yarn along with knitting needles,
crochet hooks, or loom. If you don’t have any of these items, come anyway
and we will get you started. For more information contact Carol Moquist or
call the Church Office. **Everyone is invited**

The Helping Center needs
your help!
Let’s fill the basket!!
Please bring non-perishable and canned foods to the
church throughout the month and leave in the
grocery basket located in the Narthex. The last
Sunday of each month (01/28) they will
be collected and delivered to the Helping
Center for distribution.

Meals on Wheels Cookie
Project
Each month we will need . . .
17 dozen cookies by Friday before the 3rd
Saturday of the month (January 19th)
You can bring the cookies throughout the month,
and put them in the kitchen freezer
marked "Meals on Wheels."

Arbor House Worship
St. Peter's leads the worship at Arbor House Assisted Living on the second Sunday of each
month. Typically, there are 7 to 15 worshipers from Arbor House and 4 to 10 from St. Peter's.
Having several folks from St. Peter's helps it to feel more like a congregation and helps with
the singing of hymns as many of the residents there cannot see the words or have very weak
voices. It is a very special time of sharing our faith. Sometimes one of our pastors leads the
worship, but often a lay person shares a story or meditation. We would like to put together a team of
about 4 people that would be able to attend that worship most of the time and would help with
reading scripture and prayers. This is a once a month commitment and requires very little or no
preparation. Contact Janette Clausen.
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Confirmation
Confirmation is what we call an intentional two year process of faith formation guided by the pastors, adults
mentors, and special speakers. We dig into the small catechism (The Lord’s Prayer, 10 Commandments,
Apostles’ Creed, Baptism, Communion). We will also do some faith practices, field trips, and service
projects.
January 10th
January 17th
TBD
January 24th
January 31st
TBD

~ Mark Your Calendars ~
Baptism—Purpose of Baptism/Word with Water
Baptism—Benefits of Baptism
Our Neighbor’s Faith—Attend Jewish Synagogue/Visit with Rabbi/Dinner
Communion—History of Communion/Benefits of Communion
Communion—Take and Eat—Make Bread for Communion
Our Neighbor’s Faith—Wat Nitadsasanakjun Buddhist Temple—Field Trip

Sunday Evening Bible Study- Middle school-aged kids will meet in the SPLAT house from 5:00 – 7:00 pm. We
will have some time for games, snacks, and Bible study. Please bring a friend.
*** New *** Pre-Confirmation *** JumpStart ***
Tuesday Pre-Confirmation (JumpStart) - 6th grade students will meet after school for a class to get
a “jumpstart” on Confirmation by learning more about the stories of the people of the Bible and
getting to visit some of our local ELCA congregations.

SPLAT Life
St. Peter’s Lutheran Active Teens Gathering Schedule
Service Board- Middle and High school kids should be monitoring their service board in the Narthex. These services will help
youth pay for summer trips.
Check your weekly SPLAT+family email for any special details for the month - Let Coach Orton know if you are not
receiving this weekly email.
Sunday Mornings Sunday School - High school kids will meet in the SPLAT house at 9:30 am. Coach Orton, Allyson Black,
and Aaron Pyle will lead the discussion, activity, or game for the day. Hopefully, Allyson (or Aaron) will be there to provide an
amazing breakfast.
Monday Morning Ministries - High school kids will meet at Numinous coffee at 7:00 am to start their week off with a Bible
study lesson. Please invite a friend.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study- High school kids will meet in the SPLAT house from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. We have some time
for games, snacks, and Bible study. Please bring a friend.

St.Peter’sYouthwillbecollectingdonationsfortheannual
“SouperBowlofCari ng”onSunday,February4th.
Beforeandafterbo thservices.
100%ofthecontributionswillgotoourlocalHelpingCenter.

TEXAS STARS PROFESSIONAL ICE HOCKEY
Cedar Park Center on Saturday, February 3, 2018. Leave St. Peter’s at 5pm (game starts at 7pm)
$15 per person (Parking is free)
If you are interested in going, please go to the St. Peter’s Lutheran web site. Go to the “Youth” link and drag
down to middle school or high school. The forms can be printed and then turned in to Coach Orton.
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School NEWs
St. Peter’s
Peter s Lutheran School
January is always busy for the teachers and families of St. Peter’s
Lutheran School! It begins the downhill slide to spring! The teachers will be
conferencing with parents to discuss progress and goals for the spring!
This month, the School Board will be making plans in preparation for the fall. Preregistration for church members, returning students, and siblings will begin March 1. All others
may begin pre-registration on April 1. Please begin sharing this information with your family,
friends, and neighbors! We currently have a very large waiting list, and are excited about the
reputation our school continues to have in the area!
Also, please mark your calendars . . . Ash Wednesday and the 1st Lenten Meal will be on
Wednesday, February 14. That will begin our Lenten Meal Fundraiser! This year we are hoping to
raise money toward purchasing a new and updated play structure for the playground. Also,
Saturday, April 14 will be our Annual Run for the Son benefiting the school’s scholarship fund!
Please make plans to attend the Lenten Meals and the 5K!
As always, thank you for supporting our school and its ministry financially as well as through
prayer. We are truly blessed by our congregation.

Church & community Fellowship
Tracy Knight, St. Peter’s School Director

Church & community Fellowship

Gals’ Night In

St. Peter's Book Club will meet on Monday, January 29, 2018, at 1:30 pm in Room 212.
We will discuss Glass Houses by bestselling author Louise Penny. All who enjoy good
books and good fellowship are invited to join us.

“After Christmas”

White

Elephant

Gift exchange
Please bring a finger food to share, your beverage of choice, and
a wrapped white elephant gift. The goal is to have fun while
ridding yourself of an unwanted possession.
Guest are always Welcome!

January 22nd
6:00pm
“Re-gift” that special treasure
that you received.
At the home of
Jan Starkey
350 Stewart Street
Meadowlakes, TX
830.613.7819

Friday, January 26th
6:30pm at Francesco’s
Please RSVP by
Tuesday, January 9th
Childcare will be provided at the church from 6:15pm-8:30pm
Please let Pam (pwalton@splcmf.org) know if you will be needing childcare. Watch for Evite!
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Church & community Fellowship
Retiree Roundup
January 25th, at 11:00am
Retiree Round Up will meet Thursday, January 25 at 11:00. This is earlier than normal,
to allow time for a guest speaker and discussion. A representative from Hospice Austin
will show a video and give suggestions about talking with family members about end of
life wishes. We will follow with our normal salad lunch at noon. Please sign the
attendance sheet at church.
Contact Betty Matejowsky or Pam Wettstein for more information about this group.

Dinner for Eight!
It's time to sign up for 2018!
I hope you enjoyed your time together this year, and plan to join us again. One reminder - if you sign
up, your responsibility to other members of your group is to host one get-together during the year.
For those of you who were not with us last year, we would love to include you in this fun way to begin
new friendships or renew old ones. Groups of 8 (or 7-9) will be assigned for the year at the end of January. Each
couple/single hosts one get-together [dinner, lunch, restaurant meal (as your guests)] during the year.
The sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex through January 21st. If you have questions Elizabeth Knebel or Belva
Latshaw will be happy to answer them.

Bon appetit y’all!

SYMBOLS AND TRADITIONS OF EPIPHANY
Epiphany is a Greek word meaning “appearing” or “revealing.”

The Star –Symbolically, the Epiphany star has eight points. It was the guiding star for the wise men. It was a celestial
phenomenon that announced the birth of the Son of God. Some say that the “star” was actually an alignment of stars and
planets within the constellation Leo – Leo includes the star of Regulus and the planets Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, and Venus.
Candles – Lighted candles in homes and churches can help us claim Epiphany as a celebration of the arrival of the Magi.
According to Luke and John, God’s appearance in the person of Jesus is comparable to light entering a darkened world.
Wise Men – Scripture mentions the arrival of wise men after they had followed the star. There is no mention of them
being kings nor is there mention of the fact that there were three. The Scripture simply says that there were wise men.
Some texts use the word astrologists. In Greek the word for astrologist is ‘magi.’ So legend has made these magi kings and
has even given them names – Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthazar.
Three Gifts - Gold, frankincense, and myrrh are scriptural. Of course gold was and continues to be a highly valued
substance. Myrrh is an essential oil used throughout history as a perfume, incense, and medicine. Frankincense is an
aromatic resin used in incense and perfumes. Both frankincense and myrrh are extracted from trees.
Blessing of the Magi – The re-enactment of the Blessing of the Magi, which will be explained during worship, is the
acknowledgement of Christ’s entrance into the world which makes our homes places of peace and hospitality.
Changing of the colors – The liturgical color of the Christmas Season is white which symbolizes purity and
completeness. The color for the Season of Epiphany- which extends from January 6th through Transfiguration
Sunday - is green. Green symbolizes growth – the spreading of the news of Jesus birth from Bethlehem to the world.
Feast of Epiphany – Some congregations come together to partake of food representative of the ancestral countries of
their congregants. Some may come to the feast dressed in representative clothing or may bring decorations that symbolize
the countries of their family’s origin. All of this is a way to celebrate the Epiphany message of the light spreading from tiny
Bethlehem throughout the whole world.

The Bird Show
Put a little ‘spring’ in your life! Browse through “The Bird Show” in the Fellowship Hall. Sunday, January
14th and following. Over 100 framed bird pictures for your education and enjoyment! Magazine pictures are
from Birds & Blooms.
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High School Senior Spotlight
Meet Kiley Magerkurth
Kiley has a plan and she is extremely focused and committed to sticking to
this plan. Her senior year has consisted of hours upon hours of studying
for all of her college level classes and filling out applications for ALL the
military academies. Not only is Kiley committed to school and the
academies, she is also committed to her church, her family, her friends,
and her community. When she decides to be part of something, she gives
100% and nothing less. She has already proven to be focused and
committed in so many areas. She has held the following positions:
President of the National Honor Society, captain of the tennis team,
senior class vice president, junior class chaplain, and sophomore class
student leadership committee. A few of her awards consist of the Faith
Academy Heart Award, the Air Force Academy Sports Camp “Attitude is
Everything Award,” and the ACSI Distinguished Christian Award.
Kiley feels so blessed and grateful to have such a loving family and great
friends. From her parents encouraging her to be her best in everything she
does or simply just spending time with her friends, she always puts others
before herself. One person who has modeled this and has inspired Kiley
the most is Mrs. Linda Puckett. Mrs. Puckett has been Kiley’s math and
Bible teacher for the last five years. From being a missionary, to adopting a child, or to simply having an abundant
amount of wisdom, Kiley looks up to Mrs. Puckett with an enormous amount of respect because she puts others first.
Interestingly enough, this is the same reason everyone that knows Kiley loves and respects her so much. Looking
down the road Kiley plans to earn an advanced degree in psychology. She would also like to get her pilots license.
Kiley would like to use her education to help others in need.
Some of Kiley’s hobbies and things she enjoys are playing tennis, reading, hanging out with her friends, going to the
movies, and riding horses with her Aunt Joan on the ranch. One of her proudest moments was when her classmates
elected her to be president of the National Honor Society. The reason it meant so much to her is because it was an
affirmation that her peers, whom she loves so much, respected her. She shared that she “ran” against some amazing
and respected students for this position, but to think she was chosen to be their leader made her feel so
accomplished.
Kiley has been a member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church for over ten years. What she loves the most about St.
Peter’s is the community. She says, “Everyone knows each other and because of this when we worship together it
feels more sincere.” She loves how on Sunday’s we come together to worship as a “family.” When asked, how will
you continue your relationship with God when you move away she answered, “I would give away everything I own to
be able to continue my relationship with God. It is the most important thing to me.”
Please celebrate Kiley Magerkurth by joining us January 14th at 9:30 am at the Sunday Morning Coffee
House in the Fellowship Hall.

Thrivent Members
Don’t forget to direct your 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 31st, 2018
Log on to your account at www.thrivent.com.
The 2018 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up in the narthex!
If you don’t find envelopes with your name on them, and would like some, please contact Marietta Williams at
mwilliams@splcmf.org or 830-693-2253.

Let us give and share out of our abundance.
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Church Committee and Council Highlights
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Highlights
December 19, 2017
Rod Holley gave a devotion about the birth of Jesus and how Mary and Joseph kept him safe. Jesus in turn keeps us all
safe.
Sheriff Calvin Boyd and Chip Leake (both members at St. Peter’s) came to discuss church security in light of the recent
church shooting. A task force will be formed.
Steve Reitz came to update us on the Facilities Planning Committee. He presented the current committee approved
schematic of the improvements. Joan Leake moved to schedule a special congregational meeting to present the Facilities
Planning Committee report in the near future. Seconded by Kelly Martin. Motion approved unanimously.
The council approved a slate of nominees and alternates for the 2018 church council members as well as 2018
Nominating Committee members (which now need congregational approval at the Annual Meeting). Motion approved
unanimously.
2018 budget: $538,692. 4.92% increase over 2017, which includes $500 each for 6 committees to use. Motion to
approve made by Chuck Wettstein. Seconded by Rod Holley. Motion passed unanimously.
Upcoming important calendar dates:
Budget forum: Jan7 at 9:30
Annual meeting: January 21
A draft of Pastor Vanicek’s job description was prepared by the Executive Committee.
Reports given:
Pastor Casey – invite friends and family for Christmas Eve morning worship with treats after for fellowship; other
services are at 5 and 8 on Christmas Eve; she has been working with the Nominating Committee through that process
Pastor Vanicek – May 21 to August 20 are his sabbatical dates; he also reported being very encouraged by the
relationships being built between the Confirmation class participants and their prayer partners
Craig Orton – planning for summer camp, senior spotlight has been very well accepted
Pam Walton – holiday ministries (Superkids, Hayride, and Caroling) all went well
Important Dates:
Council orientation: Jan. 30
Council Retreat: Feb 2 and 3
Next meeting: Jan. 16
Respectfully submitted, Janette Clausen

Financial & Attendance Information
Financial Results 2017

Avg. Aendance/Sunday

Item
Income (All)
Budget Income
Diﬀ. $ Over/Under(-)

Aendance - 2017
Aendance - 2016
Diﬀ.

November
YTD
$ 33,335
$ 466,628
$ 40,459
$ 463,514
$(7,124)
$3,114

%
Expenses
Budget Expenses
Diﬀ. $ Over/Under(-)
%
Net

82%
$ (40,892)
$ (41,762)

101%

November YTD
203
208
192
199
11
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We know the holidays are a busy time of the

$ (452,481)
$ (469,480)
$(870) ($16,999)
98%
96%

year for everyone, but one of the best ways to

$7,557

more on presence this Christmas and Epiphany!

$14,147

enjoy these holyholy-days is in worship. Make time
to join us and invite friends you haven't seen in
a while to do so too. Spend less on presents and
11

8:00am—3:00pm ♦ Monday—Friday

Senior Pastor
Rev. Danielle Moore Casey
830-693-2253
dmcasey@splcmf.org
Associate Pastor
Rev. Harold Vanicek
830-693-2253
hvanicek@splcmf.org
Sr. & Jr. High Youth Minister
Coach Craig Orton
830-693-2253
corton@splcmf.org
Children & Family Ministry
Pam Walton
830-693-2253
pwalton@splcmf.org
Parish Ministry Associate
Mary Posey
posey@nctv.com
Church Administrator
Marietta Williams
830-693-2253
mwilliams@splcmf.org

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Janette Clausen, Secretary
Bryan Hicks
Rod Holley
Joan Leake
Dave Leighton, Treasurer
Kelly Martin
Dale Moquist, President
Kathy Nobles
Kimberly Sandman
Chuck Wettstein, Vice President
COMMITTEE & TEAM LEADERS
Advisory
Chuck Wettstein, Council Liaison
Steve Reitz, Team Leader
Congregational Care
Kelly Martin, Council Liaison
Carol Leighton, Team Leader
Endowment
Dale Moquist, Council Liaison
Dave Leighton, Team Leader
Faith Formation
Kimberly Sandman, Council Liaison

Financial Treasurer
David Leighton
dave@splcmf.org

Fellowship
Joan Leake, Council Liaison
Julie Causgrove, Team Leader

Financial Secretaries
Faith Trapp
Marietta Williams
finsec@splcmf.org

Property
Bryan Hicks, Council Liaison
Steve Reitz, Team Leader

Director of Music
Don Trapp
830-596-1325
dononmac@yahoo.com

www.splcmf.org

Office Hours:

830-693-2253

SPLC DIRECTORY

St. Peter’s School
Tracy Knight, Director
tracy@splcmf.org
Helping Center Representative
Faith Trapp
Council President
Dale Moquist

Social Outreach
Kathy Nobles, Council Liaison
Greg Murrell, Team Leader
Stewardship
Rod Holley, Council Liaison
Vonda Orton, Team Leader
Worship/Music
Janette Clausen, Council Liaison
Elizabeth Knebel, Team Leader
Jan Wilde, Worship Leader Coordinator
Sabbatical Team
Jerry Bostick
Trey Brown
Elizabeth Knebel
Jennifer Virdell
Pastor Vanicek
Member Care Team
Nick Bohmann
Elizabeth Knebel
Dale Moquist
Jan Starkey
Cindy Struchen
Facility Planning Team
Dale Moquist, Council Liaison
Steve Reitz, Team Leader
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